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of course be used only by Japanese permission. In spite of all these
difficulties, a resolute and on the whole a successful effort was made
to support the Soviet front.

Meanwhile, there was the necessity for halting Japan. On the
southwestern land frontier of their new empire the Japanese were
now checked by the almost nonexistent land communications be-
tween Burma and India. They would therefore have had to risk a
good part of their fleet in a general action against the British some-
where in the Indian Ocean before they could have safely invaded
India. This risk, however, they did not choose to take. Instead they
busied themselves with exploiting the vast riches of their immense
new conquests.

Had the German-Japanese partnership inspired a co-ordinated
strategy, even had the Japanese not felt strong enough to invade
India, still a naval or amphibious attack by them against the rear of
the British position in the southeastern Mediterranean, that is,
against the Persian Gulf and the southern entrance to the Red Sea,
might have served the general interests of the Axis better than any
other possible move. If successful it would have deprived the West-
ern sea powers of all non-American oil. Perhaps the Japanese were
not prepared to take action which, so they may have thought,
would serve immediate German interests more than their own. Per-
haps they were preoccupied with what the United States might do.
At all events, except for a single air attack upon Ceylon, which was
warmly received and not repeated, they made no further westward
move.

The military interest of the Japanese theater now shifted to the
American and Australian sectors. There for the moment the only
question for the United Nations was that of organizing their de-
fense. As everywhere in the Pacific, strategy was dominated by the
enormous size of the theater. From the Pacific coast of the conti-
nental United States to Australia is a voyage of nearly 6,500 sea
miles, more than twice the distance from New York to Liverpool.
For the kst two-thirds of the distance, southwest from Hawaii, the
ocean is dotted with innumerable archipelagoes. Among these the
Japanese line of advance from northwest to southeast cut across the
American line from northeast to southwest. To the extent that Jap-
anese sea command and island garrisons could be advanced toward